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Instrucciones: a) Duración: 1 h.30m.  b) No se permite el uso de diccionario. c) La puntuación de las preguntas está indicada en 

las mismas. d) Los alumnos deberán realizar completa una de las dos opciones A o B, sin poder mezclar las 
respuestas. 

 

OPTION A:  “An Original Way to Meet People.” 
That morning I had an appointment with Frank Gehry, an architect from the city building department. I wanted to 1 

build a housing project and the plans needed his approval. I was driving quite fast and became lost in a maze of one-2 
way streets. I never like being late, so I was paying more attention to finding my way back downtown than to the 3 
road. That’s when I felt a hard bump. I stopped and saw a large dog, apparently dead, on the road. I ran to the 4 
nearest house, rang the bell and a young woman opened the door. “I’ve killed a dog and I need to call the police,” I 5 
said. “Can I use your phone?” I asked. She looked out and said calmly, “That’s my dog.” 6 

After the officers had left she offered me a cup of coffee. I accepted. There were some letters on the kitchen table 7 
and I saw that one of them was addressed to “Frank Gehry.” I was astonished and asked what her husband’s name 8 
was. “Frank Gehry”, she answered. “Great,” I thought. “I need this man’s approval, and I’ve just killed his dog.” 9 

 When I arrived at the city hall a few minutes later, Frank was coming down the stairs with an angry look on his 10 
face. When he reached me, he embraced me and said loudly, “You’ve done us a great favour.  Our dog was old and 11 
blind and had cancer, and neither my wife nor I had the courage to put him to sleep. Thank you so much for what 12 
you’ve done.”13 
 
I * COMPREHENSION (4 points: questions 1-3, 1 point each; 4-5, 0.5 points each)  
ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-3 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN 
WORDS.  
1. Why was the narrator going to meet Frank Gehry? 
2. How did the accident happen?  Explain. 
3. What does Frank Gehry thank the narrator for? Explain. 
 
ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR 
PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 
4. The woman felt nervous when she knew about the accident. 
5. The narrator felt worried when he discovered who the owner of the dog was. 
 
II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; questions 6-9, 0.25 points each; 10-13, 0.5 points each)  
6. GIVE ONE OPPOSITE OF “approval” (noun) AS IT IS USED IN THE TEXT (LINES 2, 9).  
7. FIND IN THE TEXT ONE WORD MEANING “the central part and commercial area of a town or city.”    
8. FIND ONE SYNONYM FOR “bravery” (noun). 
9. GIVE AN ADJECTIVE WITH THE SAME ROOT AS “sleep” (verb). 
10. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONAL SENTENCE: 

If I had been you_______________________________________ 
11. REWRITE THE SENTENCE WITHOUT CHANGING ITS MEANING. BEGIN AS INDICATED: 

The race was so long that I couldn’t finish it. 
It was such_______________________________________________________ 

12. GIVE A QUESTION FOR THE UNDERLINED WORDS: 
His sister’s boyfriend was quite funny. 

13 TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO THE PASSIVE VOICE:  
 Someone stole my wife’s car yesterday. 
 
III * PRODUCTION (3 points)  
14. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS. FOCUS STRICTLY ON THE TOPIC: 

Have you ever seen or had an accident? Describe what happened. 
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OPTION B: “Eating Less Meat Could Save Lives.” 

More than 45,000 lives a year could be saved if everyone began eating meat no more than two or three times 1 
a week, health experts claim today. Widespread change to low-meat diets would stop 31,000 early deaths from heart 2 
disease, and 9,000 from cancer, according to new analyses of British eating habits. Dramatically reduced meat 3 
consumption would slow down climate change and deforestation in South America, where rainforests are being 4 
chopped down to raise cows, which are later exported to Europe. 5 

Eating too much meat, particularly processed meat, is unhealthy because it can involve consuming more fat 6 
than official guidelines recommend. "We don't need to go vegetarian to look after ourselves and our planet, but we do 7 
need to cut down on meat," said Peter Bennett. "While the government has ignored the environmental aspect of 8 
meat and dairy consumption, it can't ignore the lives that would be saved by switching to less and better meat." 9 

Meat producers criticised the report. "The vast majority of consumers eat less than average 10 
recommendations of red meat already," said Chris Lamb. "It is over-simplistic to say that changing one element of 11 
the diet can have such a dramatic result. Red meat has a valuable role to play as part of a healthy diet." Jen Elford, 12 
of the Vegetarian Society, added: "Of course less meat is better than more,  but we can't start solving the 13 
environmental and health problems without moving away from animal protein."14 
 
I * COMPREHENSION (4 points: questions 1-3, 1 point each; questions 4-5, 0.5 points each) 
ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-3 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN 
WORDS. 
1. How are the rainforests affected by meat consumption? 
2. Why is eating too much meat so bad? 
3. What arguments do meat producers use to defend themselves? Give two. 
 
ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR 
PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 
4. “Eating meat twice a week is bad for you,” experts claim. 
5. Diets containing big amounts of meat can cause heart disease and cancer. 
 
II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; questions 6-9, 0.25 points each; questions 10-13, 0.5 points each) 
6 . FIND IN THE TEXT ONE WORD THAT HAS THE FOLLOWING DEFINITION: “distributed over a considerable 
extent” (adjective). 
7.  FIND IN THE TEXT ONE SYNONYM FOR “illness” (noun). 
8.  FIND IN THE TEXT ONE OPPOSITE FOR “worse” (adjective). 
9.  GIVE ONE SYNONYM FOR “look after” (verb) AS IT IS USED IN THE TEXT (LINE 7). 
10.  USE THE WORDS IN THE BOXES TO MAKE A MEANINGFUL SENTENCE. USE ALL AND ONLY THE 
WORDS IN THE BOXES WITHOUT CHANGING THEIR FORM: 

meat unhealthy to is it red eat 

11.  JOIN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES USING A RELATIVE. MAKE CHANGES IF NECESSARY: 
John is an excellent pianist. He plays professionally. 

12.  COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING (CONDITIONAL) SENTENCE: 
If we were taught to respect wild life,…. 

13.  TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO THE PASSIVE VOICE: 
They heard a strange noise at the other side of the door. 

 
III * PRODUCTION (3 points) 
14. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS. FOCUS STRICTLY ON THE TOPIC: 

What can you do to have a healthy lifestyle? 
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OPTION A: “Exams Come to the Bedroom.” 

The US firm Software Secure Inc. has developed a new system that allows students to take tests from their 1 
bedrooms at any time of day or night. The University of Wales is already experimenting with this technology and 2 
dozens of others will be offered the service this summer. The system works through a unit that students plug into 3 
their computers and it incorporates software to prevent students from cheating. 4 

Once a student feels ready to take the written exam, the technology takes a fingerprint to check his/her identity 5 
and a 360-degree webcam and microphone check that the student is not trying to cheat by receiving help from 6 
others. The computer also locks network access so that the student cannot search the internet for answers. 7 

"The program acts in the same way as a normal invigilator. However, there are still some questions over whether 8 
a student would be able to cheat and how it would be possible, logistically, to use the system with thousands of 9 
students," said Mark Pelling, a senior administrator at the university.  10 

With record numbers of students at university, institutions have difficulty for finding an exam hall big enough to fit 11 
all the students. “This new technology would solve this problem and save on the cost of invigilators,” Pelling said. 12 
Aaron Porter, president-elect of the National Union of Students, said the technology could be one solution to 13 
problems faced by those who might have difficulty reaching a university campus for their exams, such as disabled 14 
students or long-distance learners. But he warned against using it as an excuse to reduce the amount of contact time 15 
between students and their teachers.16 
 
I * COMPREHENSION (4 points: questions 1-3, 1 point each; 4-5, 0.5 points each)  
ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-3 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN 
WORDS.  
1. How does the system make sure that the student is not being helped by someone in the same room? 
2. What could be the possible disadvantages of the system?   
3. What type of students would the system benefit most? 
 
ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR 
PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 
4. At present, only one university is trying out the new system. 
5. The system will contribute to improve the contact between students and teachers. 
 
II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; questions 6-9, 0.25 points each; 10-13, 0.5 points each)  
6. FIND IN THE TEXT ONE SYNONYM FOR “permit” (verb). 
7. FIND IN THE TEXT THE WORD WHICH HAS THE FOLLOWING DEFINITION: Not to obey a set of rules that 
should be obeyed, for example in a game or exam. 
8. WHICH WORD IS NOT A PREPOSITION? Against /amount /for /to 
9. GIVE A NOUN WITH THE SAME ROOT AS “warn” (verb) . 
10. FILL IN THE GAP WITH A CORRECT FORM OF THE VERB IN BRACKETS: Most students want their 
universities ……….. (adopt) this new system. 
11. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING (CONDITIONAL) SENTENCE: If I used the computer to sit my exams, . . . 
12. JOIN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES USING AN APPROPRIATE LINKER (DO NOT USE AND, BUT, OR 
BECAUSE). MAKE CHANGES IF NECESSARY: She had enough money for the new computer. She didn’t buy 
it. 
13. TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO THE PASSIVE VOICE: The director of the show didn’t choose 
me at the casting. 
 
III * PRODUCTION (3 points)  
14.  WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS. FOCUS STRICTLY ON THE TOPIC: 

Would you prefer to learn at home instead of having to go to school? Why? 
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OPTION B:  “The Swedish Revolution in your Home.” 
 It was the autumn of 1987, and a major cultural phenomenon was about to take place. In the town of 1 
Warrington, a furniture store with a strange name opened its doors – Ikea had arrived in the UK. Ikea was founded 2 
60 years ago by a 17-year-old boy in an old shed in a rural Swedish garden. The name Ikea comes from the initials 3 
of the founder's name, Ingvar Kamprad, the farm where he grew up, Elmtaryd, and his home village, Agunnaryd. 4 
 Looking back now, it's easy to forget that the Swedish store was genuinely revolutionary. Before Ikea, anyone 5 
who wanted furniture at an affordable price which didn't look like their parents' could forget it. The choice was either 6 
save up and go to Habitat or buy something that looked like mum and dad's. 7 
 Interior designer Anne Hunter says “Ikea has changed the way we live, putting modern design within reach of 8 
millions of young people for the first time and, if we get tired of something, it's not the end of the world because it 9 
didn't cost a fortune”. Linton Scarborough, manager at the Straiton store, puts it this way: "It's all about the range; we 10 
have a wide range of well-designed, functional, home furnishing products at prices so low that many people can 11 
afford them.” 12 
 1.1 million customers around the world visit Ikea stores every day. In the UK, the business welcomes 110,000 13 
visitors a day – that's almost 40 million every year. It cannot be denied that Ikea has changed the way we shop, and 14 
ensured that most of us have at least one of its products at home.15 
 
I * COMPREHENSION (4 points: questions 1-3, 1 point each; 4-5, 0.5 points each) . 
ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-3 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN 
WORDS.  
1. Before 1987, what did people have to do if they wanted to buy furniture? 
2. How has Ikea changed our life style? 
3. Which are the two distinctive features of Ikea products? 
 
ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR 
PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 
4. “UK has had Ikea stores for 60 years. “ 
5. “Few people own Ikea products.” 
 
6. FILL IN THE GAP WITH A CORRECT (preposition): We always laugh ................ his jokes. 
7. GIVE AN ADJECTIVE WTH THE SAME ROOT AS: “forget” (VERB) (LINE 5) 
8. FIND IN THE TEXT ONE SYNONYM FOR: “ election” (NOUN) 
9. FIND IN THE TEXT THE WORD WHICH HAS THE FOLLOWING DEFINITION: “A person who buys” 
10. GIVE A QUESTION FOR THE UNDERLINED WORDS: Ikea was founded by a young man 
11. REWRITE THE SENTENCE WITHOUT CHANGING ITS MEANING. BEGIN AS INDICATED: Someone is going 
to decorate my house with furniture from Ikea. I am going to. . . 
12. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONAL SENTENCE: Unless you have enough money ........ 
13. USE THE WORDS IN THE BOXES TO MAKE A MEANINGFUL SENTENCE. USE ALL AND ONLY THE 
WORDS IN THE BOXES WITHOUT CHANGING THEIR FORM 

and  more products getting Ikea are popular more 

 
III * PRODUCTION (3 points)  
14.  WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS. FOCUS STRICTLY ON THE TOPIC: 
 Would you like to live in your own house? Why? 
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OPTION A: “The Internet and Safety” 

It's unbelievable how the Internet has become such an unsafe place. You are always faced with the possibility 1 
of being hacked or being infected by viruses and all sorts of online contaminants.  While we can never be a hundred 2 
percent free from the risks, there are things we can do to reduce them significantly, and we don't even have to be 3 
experts on Internet security. Just being aware could actually save you a great deal of trouble and, of course, your 4 
basic firewall and anti-virus software will have to be updated properly.    5 

Most of the time, we only need to practice some common sense, discipline and a little paranoia. For example, if 6 
you receive emails from people you don't know, you’d better suspect the senders may have malicious intentions. 7 
Most of these are actually hackers who would try to lead you into clicking on a certain link. If you click on it, you'll end 8 
up in their site, so they could, for example, set off a certain code to remotely access and control your computer. That 9 
means anyone can steal whatever personal information you have stored in there -maybe your bank account number, 10 
your credit card number, your passwords or usernames.  11 

There are also hackers who'll send you emails pretending to be an employee of your bank and asking for your 12 
current usernames and passwords to activate your account. Just remember that established institutions never 13 
transact online when it comes to very sensitive information. Therefore, when you encounter an email like this, ignore 14 
it because it is most certainly a trick.15 

 
I * COMPREHENSION (4 points: questions 1-3, 1 point each; questions 4-5, 0.5 points each) 
ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-3 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN 
WORDS. 
1. According to the text, what can we do to avoid getting infected? 
2. What kind of dangers can we face when we click on links in emails from unknown senders?  
3. Which decision should we make when we receive emails concerning sensitive personal information? 
 
ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR 
PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 
4. If we adopt the right measures we will never get infected by any sort of internet contaminants. 
5. Institutions never operate online. 
 
II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; questions 6-9, 0.25 points each; questions 10-13, 0.5 points each) 
6. FIND IN THE TEXT ONE SYNONYM FOR “insecure” (adjective). 
7. FIND IN THE TEXT THE WORD WHICH HAS THE FOLLOWING DEFINITION: “to give a false appearance” 
(verb). 
8. GIVE A NOUN WITH THE SAME ROOT AS “established” (verb).   
9. WHICH WORD DOES NOT HAVE THE SAME MEANING? Today / Currently / Nowadays / Actually. 
10. TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO REPORTED SPEECH: Experts advised us:  “Don’t open any 
emails from unknown senders.”  
11. GIVE A QUESTION FOR THE UNDERLINED WORDS: “Hackers use computer viruses to steal millions of 
dollars from bank accounts.” 
12. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING (CONDITIONAL) SENTENCE: “If my computer got infected by a virus, …” 
13. FILL IN THE GAP WITH THE CORRECT OPTION: You are not allowed . . . in this restaurant  (smoking/ to 
smoke/ smoked/ smoke) 
 
III * PRODUCTION (3 points) 
14. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS. FOCUS STRICTLY ON THE TOPIC: 

Imagine that the Internet disappears overnight. How would it affect your life? 
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OPTION B: “Zara, a Spanish Success Story.” 

In an era when clothing retailers send out much of their manufacturing to developing countries, one Spanish 1 
company, Zara, is having enormous success doing things differently. What is Zara's secret? The company's success 2 
lies in it having total control of every part of the business: it designs, produces and distributes itself. It has never run 3 
an advertising campaign, yet it has more than 1,000 shops worldwide. Everything is coordinated from its 4 
headquarters on an industrial estate in Arteixo, outside A Coruña, in Spain. By controlling the entire process from 5 
factory to shop floor, Zara can react quickly to changing fashion trends and customers' tastes, providing a "newness" 6 
that has been extremely successful in Europe. The clothes are finished off at A Coruña before being shipped out 7 
twice a week to all its shops. Shoppers addicted to the Zara brand know exactly when the deliveries will be arriving at 8 
their local shop and some even get there before opening time on delivery days to be the first to pick up the latest 9 
lines. Zara shop managers report back every day to designers in A Coruña on what has and has not sold. The 10 
information is used to decide which product lines and colours are kept or altered and whether new lines are created. 11 
All this happens in the space of just a few days.  12 
 Have you ever seen a Zara commercial on a billboard or on TV? The company's founder, Amancio Ortega, 13 
believes advertising is a pointless distraction. All the advertising the company needs is its shop windows, the 14 
contents of which are also decided in A Coruña.15 
 

I * COMPREHENSION (4 points: questions 1-3, 1 point each; 4-5, 0.5 points each)  

ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-3 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN 

WORDS.  

1. What is so different about the way Zara manages its business? 
2. What do addicted shoppers do every week? 
3. What do Zara designers do with the information provided by shop managers? 
ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR 
PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 
4. Zara has many shops over the world because of their successful advertising campaigns. 

5. Every shop decides which clothes are shown in its windows. 

 

II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; questions 6-9, 0.25 points each; 10-13, 0.5 points each)  
6. FIND IN THE TEXT ONE SYNONYM FOR “huge” (adjective). 
7. FIND IN THE TEXT THE WORD WHICH HAS THE FOLLOWING DEFINITION: “the main building or office 
used by a large company.” 
8. GIVE A NOUN WITH THE SAME ROOT AS “addicted” (adjective). 
9. WHICH WORD IS NOT AN ADVERB: Lonely/ early/ hard/ softly. 
10. FILL IN THE GAP WITH THE CORRECT OPTION: When I go shopping I hate .…………….  clothes. (Trying 
up/ trying on/ trying out / trying in) 
11. JOIN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCES USING A RELATIVE. MAKE CHANGES IF NECESSARY: The blond girl 
works in Zara. My brother goes out with her. 
12. REWRITE THE SENTENCE WITHOUT CHANGING ITS MEANING. BEGIN AS INDICATED: The last time I 
bought make-up was three months ago. I ____________ 
13. TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO REPORTED SPEECH: “You should buy these shoes because 
they fit you perfectly”, she advised me. 
 

III * PRODUCTION (3 points)  

14. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS. FOCUS STRICTLY ON THE TOPIC: 
What kind of clothes do you like best? Give reasons. 
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OPTION A: “German Schools to Teach Online Privacy.” 

Internet companies such as Facebook and Google have received repeated criticism in Germany, where the 1 
government is worried about what they do with users' data. Many of Facebook's 2 million users in Germany are 2 
young people who might post pictures of themselves and their friends drunk at parties. Unfortunately, being careless 3 
about one's data has its risks. After all, potential employers also know how to use social networking tools. 4 

Now the government of the state of North Rhine-Westphalia, realizing that young people are not always 5 
conscious of the dangers of revealing personal information on the Internet, is planning to teach school students how 6 
to deal with the Internet and social networking sites such as Facebook and Twitter. 7 

"The Internet doesn't only offer chances and opportunities, but also has risks which our students should 8 
understand in order to exercise autonomy with regard to digital media," said North Rhine-Westphalia's media 9 
minister. "Many young people are unaware of how many details they reveal about themselves online”, the minister 10 
explained. Teachers have reacted to the new plans with a mixture of interest and caution. "How to conduct oneself in 11 
the virtual world and how to use new media are already topics in our schools on a daily basis," said Michael Schulte, 12 
spokesman of the teachers union. He also fears that teachers "may not be equipped" with the necessary tools and 13 
resources for the new initiative. The state government still has to decide exactly how schools will make sure that 14 
children are prepared for the digital age, but they really want to start this program on the safe use of new media.15 
 
I * COMPREHENSION (4 points: questions 1-3, 1 point each; 4-5, 0.5 points each). 
ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-3 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN 
WORDS. 
1. Why posting personal data carelessly can have negative professional consequences? 
2. What should young people avoid doing when using social networks? 
3. What do the authorities intend to do to help students use the Internet safely? 
 
ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR 
PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 
4. A good part of Facebook’s users usually post pictures of themselves in inappropriate situations. 
5. Teachers have already been provided with everything they need to teach online privacy. 
  
II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; questions 6-9, 0.25 points each; 10-13, 0.5 points each) 
6. WHICH WORD DOES NOT HAVE THE SAME MEANING?  Risk/ hazard/ target/ danger 
7. FIND IN THE TEXT THE WORD WHICH HAS THE FOLLOWING DEFINITION: Freedom to determine one's 
own actions, behaviour, etc. 
8. GIVE ONE OPPOSITE FOR “employer” (noun) AS IT IS USED IN THE TEXT (LINE 4). 
9. GIVE A NOUN WITH THE SAME ROOT AS: “explain” (verb). 
10. USE THE WORDS IN THE BOXES TO MAKE A MEANINGFUL SENTENCE. USE ALL AND ONLY THE 
WORDS IN THE BOXES WITHOUT CHANGING THEIR FORM: 

information me some you give can more please ? 

 11.TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO DIRECT SPEECH: She asked how much they had paid for that 
new computer. 
12. FILL IN THE GAP WITH A CORRECT FORM OF THE VERB IN BRACKETS: I'm tired; it’s seven and 
I………………… (work) in the garden since lunchtime.  
13. GIVE A QUESTION FOR THE UNDERLINED WORDS:  She found Steven’s wallet on the table. 
  
III * PRODUCTION (3 points) 
14. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS. FOCUS STRICTLY ON THE TOPIC: 

What do you normally use the Internet for? 
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OPTION B: “Newly-Released UFO Files.” 

The Ministry of Defence has released eighteen UFO -Unidentified Flying Object- files that include an account of 1 
a wartime meeting attended by the Prime Minister Winston Churchill. He was so concerned about the issue that he 2 
ordered it to be kept secret for at least 50 years to prevent “mass panic.” Nick Pope, a UFO sightings investigator, 3 
explained: "What happened is that a scientist, whose grandfather was one of Churchill's bodyguards, said that 4 
Churchill and Eisenhower got together to hide a phenomenal UFO sighting that was witnessed by a RAF crew on 5 
their way back from a bombing raid.” The interesting thing is that most of the UFO files from that period have been 6 
deleted. The reason apparently was that Churchill believed it would cause mass panic and it would shatter people's 7 
religious views. 8 

According to the files, there were also more than 600 reports of sightings of UFOs in 1996.  Dr David Clarke, a 9 
UFO consultant to the National Archives, explained to the BBC why the papers are being made public now: "Since 10 
the Freedom of Information Act arrived in 2005, UFOs have become the third-most popular subject for people to write 11 
to the Ministry of Defence saying “Please, could you release this file or papers that you hold on this particular case?" 12 
What they've decided to do is to be totally open and to say “Look, we're not holding any secrets back about this 13 
subject, we've got all these files and we're going to make them available to the public.” 14 

These files are part of a project between the Ministry of Defence and the National Archives and they are 15 
available at their website.16 

 
I * COMPREHENSION (4 points: questions 1-3, 1 point each; questions 4-5, 0.5 points each) 
ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-3 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN 
WORDS. 
1. For what reason did Churchill and Eisenhower meet?  
2. Why did Churchill order to destroy UFO files?  
3. Which decision has the government eventually made about UFO files? 
 
ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR 
PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 
4. Churchill did not actually give any importance to the issue of UFO sightings. 
5. Getting to know about secret UFOs is nowadays one of the most popular issues. 
 
II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; questions 6-9, 0.25 points each; questions 10-13, 0.5 points each) 
6 . FIND IN THE TEXT ONE SYNONYM FOR “worried” (adjective). 
7. FIND IN THE TEXT THE WORD WHICH HAS THE FOLLOWING DEFINITION: “to allow something to be 
shown in public” (verb)  
8 . GIVE A NOUN WITH THE SAME ROOT AS “believe” (verb).  
9. WHICH WORD DOES NOT HAVE THE SAME MEANING? Go on / keep on/ follow on / hold on 
10. TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO REPORTED SPEECH: BBC News reported: “The government 
will release all the UFO files that have been secret over the past 50 years.” 
11. GIVE A QUESTION FOR THE UNDERLINED WORDS:  H. G. Wells wrote the science fiction novel ‘The War 
of the Worlds’ in 1898. 
12. TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO THE ACTIVE VOICE: “The papers are being made public now.” 
13. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING (CONDITIONAL) SENTENCE: “If I were abducted by aliens, …” 
 
III * PRODUCTION (3 points) 
14. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS. FOCUS STRICTLY ON THE TOPIC: 

Do you believe there is life in outer space? Discuss. 
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las mismas. d) Los alumnos deberán realizar completa una de las dos opciones A o B, sin poder mezclar las 
respuestas. 

 
OPTION A: “Asking for Help Helps Meeting People.” 

Self-help books explaining how to improve your life all by yourself are bestsellers. However, Mayday! Asking 1 
Others for Help in Times of Need is highly original: it explains how to overcome your shyness and get other people´s 2 
help. Its author, Nora Klaver, a successful business woman, was interviewed and said how she got the idea. 3 

This came to her when she realised that she was successful, financially stable and travelling the world over, 4 
but the people around her were more interested in taking from her than in giving back to her. When she became 5 
seriously ill, the doctor said she needed an operation and someone to care for her during the week after the surgery. 6 
Then she called her boyfriend and told him she needed him to stay with her. Two days before the operation, he left 7 
her. So, she had no one to help her and realised that she didn´t want to live that way anymore and that she needed 8 
to find friends and loved ones who would give her as much as she gives them. Then she started focusing on this idea 9 
of asking for help as a way of meeting new people. 10 

American society loves individual autonomy so much, it is part of it. Following the myth of the cowboy on the 11 
range, everyone wants to prove that they are self-sufficient, that they can do it their own way. But it´s just … too 12 
difficult, it´s exhausting and Nora doesn´t believe that is the way people should live. She thinks we should live 13 
together in a community and not as individuals all by ourselves.14 
 

I * COMPREHENSION (4 points: questions 1-3, 1 point each; 4-5, 0.5 points each)  

ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-3 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN 

WORDS.  
1. What makes Nora Klaver´s book different from other self-help books? 

2. What happened to Nora Klaver when she needed help? 

3. What did she decide to do to change her life? 

 

ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR 

PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 

4. Nora Klaver used to give more than she received. 

5. Nora’s idea is that the best way for people to live is being independent. 
 

II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; questions 6-9, 0.25 points each; 10-13, 0.5 points each)  
6. GIVE ONE SYNONYM FOR “call” (verb) AS IT IS USED IN THE TEXT (LINE 7). 
7. FIND IN THE TEXT ONE WORD MEANING “to become aware of something” (verb). 
8. FIND IN THE TEXT ONE  OPPOSITE FOR “dependent” (adjective). 
9. GIVE A NOUN WITH THE SAME ROOT AS  “explain” (verb). 
10. GIVE A QUESTION FOR THE UNDERLINED WORDS:  She started focusing on this idea. 
11. TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO REPORTED SPEECH:  She told him: “Stay with me after the 
operation.” 
12. USE THE WORDS IN THE BOXES TO MAKE A MEANINGFUL SENTENCE. USE ALL AND ONLY THE 
WORDS IN THE BOXES WITHOUT CHANGING THEIR FORM. 

promise up smoking did   ? when he give to 

 
13. FILL IN THE GAP WITH A CORRECT FORM OF THE VERB IN BRACKETS:  
If you had come to the wedding, you (meet) … him. 

 

III * PRODUCTION (3 points)  

14. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS. FOCUS STRICTLY ON THE TOPIC: 

 Describe your ideal friend – what do you think s/he should be like? 
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las mismas. d) Los alumnos deberán realizar completa una de las dos opciones A o B, sin poder mezclar las 
respuestas. 

 
OPTION B:  “Emerging Market Giants” 

Maybe you haven’t noticed it, but we are in the middle of a historic change in global economic power. That’s the 1 
funny thing about world’s changing events, you never notice them until they’re over. This power transfer is from West 2 
to East, from the US and Europe to emerging market giants: Brazil, Russia, India and China (collectively known as 3 
the BRIC countries). The BRICs are getting rapidly richer, while we are accumulating the debts. Where will it end? 4 

The figures are amazing, especially when you look at China. Its population is 1.35 billion, more than 20 times the 5 
UK’s, with a workforce of an astonishing 812 million people. It’s the world’s second-largest economy and the biggest 6 
exporter on the planet. It is also the world’s largest creditor nation. According to some estimates, by 2025 China will 7 
have substituted the US as the global economic superpower. By 2034, India will have knocked the US into third 8 
place. The BRICs are younger and hungrier than us, and catching up fast. But you have to put their success into 9 
perspective. As the BRICs grow richer, they are likely to encounter many of the problems we have. China’s 10 
population is getting old rapidly, due to its one-child policy, just as in the West. Russia’s population is actually 11 
decreasing due to high alcohol and tobacco abuse and low birth rates. 12 

The BRIC countries can’t continue to grow at the same pace year after year. Plenty of things could go wrong. 13 
Their economies could overheat. Political corruption, growing inequality of wealth, inflation or poor infrastructure 14 
could block their revival.15 
 
I * COMPREHENSION (4 points: questions 1-3, 1 point each; 4-5, 0.5 points each) . 
ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-3 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN 
WORDS.  
1. What’s the power transfer mentioned in the text? 
2. Why is China’s population getting old?  
3. Which things could happen to make the BRICs success go wrong? 
 
ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR 
PHRASES FROM THE TEXT, OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 
4. The world has just completed a historic change in the distribution of global economic power. 
5. According to some estimates, in 2025 the US will stop being the world’s most powerful economy. 
 
II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; questions 6-9, 0.25 points each; 10-13, 0.5 points each)  
6. FIND IN THE TEXT ONE SYNONYM FOR “surprising” (adjective) 
7. FILL IN THE GAP WITH THE CORRECT PREPOSITION:  
Chinese people are very fond…..drinking tea.  at/ or/ of/ to. 
8. GIVE AN ADJECTIVE WITH THE SAME ROOT AS “power” (noun). (LINE 2) 
9. WHICH WORD DOES NOT HAVE THE SAME MEANING? change / shift / charge / alter. 
10. FILL IN THE GAP WITH A CORRECT FORM OF THE VERB IN BRACKETS: By the time we got to the airport, 
the plane ……… (leave) 
11. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONAL SENTENCE: If I had had good advice, . . . 
12. GIVE A QUESTION FOR THE UNDERLINED WORDS: Kevin travelled to Moscow by train. 
13. REWRITE THE SENTENCE WITHOUT CHANGING ITS MEANING. BEGIN AS INDICATED.  
This car is too small for us. This car isn’t . . . 
 
III * PRODUCTION (3 points)  
14. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS. FOCUS STRICTLY ON THE TOPIC: 
 In what ways do you notice that we are in the middle of a serious economic crisis? 
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a) Duración: 1 h.30m.  b) No se permite el uso de diccionario. c) La puntuación de las preguntas está indicada en 

las mismas. d) Los alumnos deberán realizar completa una de las dos opciones A o B, sin poder mezclar 
las respuestas. 

 
OPTION A: “A Very Special Postman.” 

Peter works as a postman in Springfield, Illinois. One day, when he got to Susan’s house, she was waiting for him at the entrance 1 
because she had a story to tell him. 2 

About six months earlier, it seems that he had delivered a letter to her which had her street number on it, but was addressed to 3 
another house with the same number on a different street in the neighbourhood.  As she was going out for a walk, she decided to drop off 4 
the letter at the correct house. It turned out that the letter was addressed to Robert, a young man who happened to be single. They talked 5 
for a little while, and some time later, he called her and they started dating. 6 

Peter was embarrassed about his mistake, but he was pleased because he had brought these nice people together. The following 7 
spring, there was a “For Sale” sign in Susan’s garden, and then the wedding invitations were sent out. Soon after the house was sold, the 8 
wedding took place and Susan moved into Robert’s house.  9 

A few months later, Peter saw a “For Sale” sign in their garden. He feared the marriage might be in trouble, therefore, he made up 10 
an excuse to go to their door and check on them. Susan opened the door, smiled broadly and pointed to her huge stomach. “We’re having 11 
twins,” she said. “This house won’t be big enough, so we have to move.” As Peter was leaving, he was suddenly overwhelmed by the 12 
thought that his wrongly delivered letter was giving two little yet-to-be-born people the opportunity to come to life. It was sublime. 13 
 

 I * COMPREHENSION (4 points: questions 1-3, 1 point each; 4-5, 0.5 points each) 

ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-3 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 

1. How did Susan meet Robert? Explain. 

2. Why did Susan and Robert decide to sell the house where they lived? 

3. How does Peter feel about the consequences of his mistake in the end? 

 

ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR PHRASES FROM THE 

TEXT, OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 
4. The postman delivered the letter in the wrong street. 
5. The postman was worried because he thought Susan and Robert were having problems. 
  
 II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; questions 6-9, 0.25 points each; 10-13, 0.5 points each) 

6. FIND IN THE TEXT ONE SYNONYM FOR “happen” (verb). 
7. GIVE ONE OPPOSITE for  “single” (adjective) AS IT IS USED IN THE TEXT (LINE 5). 

8. GIVE A NOUN WITH THE SAME ROOT AS “embarrassed” (adjective) (LINE 7). 

9. FIND IN THE TEXT ONE EXPRESSION MEANING “to invent something.” 

10. TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO REPORTED SPEECH: 

‘“Did they fly to Norway yesterday?” Susan asked me. 

11. FILL IN THE GAP WITH A CORRECT FORM OF THE VERB IN BRACKETS. 

“I _____________ (bring) the car if I had known you needed it.” 

12. GIVE A QUESTION FOR THE UNDERLINED WORDS: 

“They have been studying Chinese for at least five years.” 

13. TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO THE ACTIVE VOICE: 

“I’ve just been stung by a mosquito!” 

 

III * PRODUCTION (3 points) 

14. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS. FOCUS STRICTLY ON THE TOPIC: 

Would you like to use the Internet to meet other people? Explain. 
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las mismas. d) Los alumnos deberán realizar completa una de las dos opciones A o B, sin poder mezclar las 
respuestas. 

 
OPTION B: “Animal Cruelty and Interpersonal Violence.” 

To animal lovers, violence against animals is cruel and difficult to understand. To the rest of the world, it is 1 
'just an animal, humans matter more.’ But aren't humans really the cruellest species of all? Most animals kill for food 2 
and territory, but humans kill also for sport, fashion, and cosmetics! 3 

Many researchers have found that violence against animals indicates a high propensity for interpersonal 4 
violence. Simply, those who abuse animals usually do the same to human victims. Although not all animal abusers 5 
become serial killers, most serial killers began their murders with animals. Violence against animals, according to 6 
Hildegard George, is directly related to our culture of violence. This culture of violence gives us an excuse to abuse, 7 
harm and deny rights to those we discriminate against. This is evident, for some people, in the slavery of black 8 
people in America in the nineteenth century, mistreatment of the Jewish people in Nazi Germany  and world-wide 9 
abuse of animals to perpetuate the human race. 10 

What we must do is change our perceptions and open our eyes. After all, animals inhabited this world long 11 
before we did. What right do we have to dominate them in order to 'improve' our lives? Governments must be 12 
conscious of this connection between animal cruelty and interpersonal violence, and laws must be changed to punish 13 
or rehabilitate animal abusers. Pets should be treated as family members, not as an inferior species. If children were 14 
taught to respect all animals in this way, they would respect all life. People must understand that many lives, animal 15 
and human, can still be saved.16 

 
I * COMPREHENSION (4 points: questions 1-3, 1 point each; questions 4-5, 0.5 points each) 
ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-3 ACCORDING TO THE INFORMATION GIVEN IN THE TEXT. USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 
1. Why can humans be considered the cruellest species? 
2.  Is there a close connection between animal abusers and most serial killers? Explain. 
3.  How does the culture of violence affect our relation with animals? 
 
ARE THESE STATEMENTS TRUE OR FALSE? JUSTIFY YOUR ANSWERS WITH THE PRECISE WORDS OR PHRASES FROM 
THE TEXT, OR USE YOUR OWN WORDS. 
4.  Only few people think humans are more important than animals. 
5.  Authorities should pass new laws regarding animal abuse. 
 
II * USE OF ENGLISH (3 points; questions 6-9, 0.25 points each; questions 10-13, 0.5 points each) 
6. FIND IN THE TEXT ONE WORD THAT HAS THE FOLLOWING DEFINITION: “To penalize for an offence.” 
7. FIND IN THE TEXT ONE SYNONYM FOR “make-up” (noun). 
8. FIND IN THE TEXT ONE OPPOSITE FOR “kind” (adjective). 
9. FILL IN THE GAP WITH THE CORRECT PREPOSITION: 
He is going to speak__________ animal cruelty.  
10. REWRITE THE SENTENCE CORRECTLY: “How many people we convinced?” 
11. TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO THE PASSIVE VOICE: 
 “Spain won the World Football Championship in 2010.” 
12. COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING (CONDITIONAL) SENTENCE: 
 “If I were you, … “ 
13. TURN THE FOLLOWING SENTENCE INTO REPORTED SPEECH: 
The doctor asked: “Is there anything in your past that you regret?” 
 
III * PRODUCTION (3 points) 
14. WRITE A COMPOSITION OF APPROXIMATELY 120 WORDS. FOCUS STRICTLY ON THE TOPIC: 

What do you think of having pets at home? Discuss. 

 


